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Our MissionOur MissionOur MissionOur Mission

•• Increase environmental justice, public health, air Increase environmental justice, public health, air 
quality and landquality and land--use awarenessuse awareness

•• Encourage environmental justice education and Encourage environmental justice education and 
solutions to problems facing West Oakland solutions to problems facing West Oakland 

id  h  b  h  b  f di i  id  h  b  h  b  f di i  residents who bear the brunt of disproportionate residents who bear the brunt of disproportionate 
exposureexposure

P id  i i l l d hi  d l   P id  i i l l d hi  d l   •• Provide motivational leadership development to Provide motivational leadership development to 
West Oakland residentsWest Oakland residents

f h hb h d f d l h lf h hb h d f d l h l•• Inform the neighborhood of advocacy tools, help set Inform the neighborhood of advocacy tools, help set 
priorities, foster political education, and make priorities, foster political education, and make 
research and data availableresearch and data available



West OaklandWest Oakland
Children living near freeways in urban Oakland are hospitalized Children living near freeways in urban Oakland are hospitalized Children living near freeways in urban Oakland are hospitalized Children living near freeways in urban Oakland are hospitalized 

for asthma at 12 times the rate of youths in the cityfor asthma at 12 times the rate of youths in the city’’s more s more 
affluent, greener suburb of Lafayette affluent, greener suburb of Lafayette 



77thth St & Willow StSt & Willow St77 St & Willow StSt & Willow St



History of West OaklandHistory of West OaklandHistory of West OaklandHistory of West Oakland

 Heavy industrial pollution Heavy industrial pollution 
from port and associated from port and associated 
activitiesactivitiesactivitiesactivities

 Cypress Freeway divided Cypress Freeway divided 
neighborhoodneighborhood

 Lack of grocery store for Lack of grocery store for 
decadesdecades

 Neighborhood starved of Neighborhood starved of 
resourcesresources

 Chronic unemploymentChronic unemployment



How I became an activistHow I became an activistHow I became an activistHow I became an activist

 19951995-- Vinyl chloride Vinyl chloride 
discovered during PG&E discovered during PG&E 
construction of freewayconstruction of freewayconstruction of freewayconstruction of freeway

 19991999-- Began training with Began training with 
Pacific Institute: Pacific Institute: 
Risk factors to public Risk factors to public 

health health 
Strategies to mitigate Strategies to mitigate Strategies to mitigate Strategies to mitigate 

emissionsemissions

 20042004-- CoCo--founded West founded West 
Oakland Environmental Oakland Environmental 
Indicators ProjectIndicators Project



AchievementsAchievementsAchievementsAchievements

 20072007-- Appointed Port Appointed Port 
CommissionerCommissionerCommissionerCommissioner

 20102010-- Appointed to US Appointed to US 
EPA Clean Air Act EPA Clean Air Act EPA Clean Air Act EPA Clean Air Act 
Advisory Advisory 

 20102010 Awarded Awarded  20102010-- Awarded Awarded 
Purpose PrizePurpose Prize



Our Method of Our Method of 
E i t l J tiE i t l J tiEnvironmental JusticeEnvironmental Justice

Reduce

Re-use
Revive
•Community •Community 

Relationships

Recycle
Relieve
•N ti  

y
•Negative 

impacts



What we doWhat we do

Environmental JusticeEnvironmental Justice

Public Health



Program AreasProgram Areasgg

 Air QualityAir Quality
 Indoor Air QualityIndoor Air Quality-- Healthy HomesHealthy Homes

O d  Ai  Q liO d  Ai  Q li Di hi  Di  Di lDi hi  Di  Di l Outdoor Air QualityOutdoor Air Quality-- Ditching Dirty DieselDitching Dirty Diesel

 CommunityCommunity--Influenced RevitalizationInfluenced Revitalization
R i  l  f  th  i hb h dR i  l  f  th  i hb h d Removing recyclers from the neighborhoodRemoving recyclers from the neighborhood

 Ensuring that West Oakland redevelopment helps Ensuring that West Oakland redevelopment helps 
revive community revive community 

 Climate Change AdaptationClimate Change Adaptation
 Helping provide residents with energy security, Helping provide residents with energy security, 

t ti  f  fl dit ti  f  fl diprotection from floodingprotection from flooding



Tools we UseTools we Use

 ResearchResearch
 CommunityCommunity--based participatory researchbased participatory research

 EducationEducation
 HandsHands--on skills developmenton skills development

 OutreachOutreach OutreachOutreach
 Community membersCommunity members
 Other organizations, Sharing our methodologyOther organizations, Sharing our methodology

 Base BuildingBase Building

 Leadership DevelopmentLeadership Development

 AdvocacyAdvocacy



Air QualityAir QualityQ yQ y

Common Sense Common Sense 
ProjectProject withwithProjectProject-- withwith

Intel Labs BerkeleyIntel Labs Berkeley

Provides opportunity to:Provides opportunity to:

••Engage citizens in air Engage citizens in air Engage citizens in air Engage citizens in air 
quality monitoring and quality monitoring and 
management practicesmanagement practices

••Fill in the gaps in state Fill in the gaps in state 
monitoring networks, andmonitoring networks, and

••Use new data sources for Use new data sources for 
scientific research.scientific research.



CommunityCommunity--Influenced Influenced 
R it li tiR it li tiRevitalizationRevitalization

 We work with city and We work with city and yy
regional planners, regional planners, 
regulators, policy makers regulators, policy makers 
and business to improve and business to improve 
the communitythe communitythe communitythe community

 Participate in West Participate in West 
Oakland Project Area Oakland Project Area 
Committee since 2003Committee since 2003Committee since 2003Committee since 2003

 Created roadmap to Created roadmap to 
identify brownfields with identify brownfields with 
Department of Toxic Department of Toxic Department of Toxic Department of Toxic 
Substances and ControlSubstances and Control

 Work to remove Work to remove 
i d t i l l  d i d t i l l  d industrial recyclers and industrial recyclers and 
trucking from the trucking from the 
residential neighborhoodresidential neighborhoodWest Oakland Land Use Planning

-Oakland Redevelopment Agency



Climate Change Climate Change 
Ad t tiAd t tiAdaptationAdaptation

 We partner with vulnerable We partner with vulnerable 
communities communities 

 Educate residents on Educate residents on 
resilience, preparing for resilience, preparing for 
heat, cold, rain, flooding, heat, cold, rain, flooding, 
drought and seadrought and sea--level riselevel rise

 Advocate with local and Advocate with local and 
regional government to regional government to regional government to regional government to 
ensure sufficient disaster ensure sufficient disaster 
preparedness, and energy preparedness, and energy 
securitysecurityPredicted sea-level rise securitysecurityPredicted sea level rise

-Pacific Institute



Collaborative Collaborative 
ModelModelModelModel

Sharing the process Sharing the process g pg p
and the powerand the power

Everyone is welcome Everyone is welcome Everyone is welcome Everyone is welcome 
at the table:at the table:
••Community residentsCommunity residents
••City of OaklandCity of Oakland
••Port of OaklandPort of Oakland
••Local BusinessesLocal BusinessesLocal BusinessesLocal Businesses
••Regulatory Agencies: Regulatory Agencies: 

••FederalFederal-- EPAEPA
R i lR i l Ai  Di iAi  Di i••RegionalRegional-- Air DistrictAir District

••LocalLocal-- Department of Department of 
HealthHealth



Working towards a healthier, Working towards a healthier, Working towards a healthier, Working towards a healthier, 
happier West Oaklandhappier West Oakland



West Oakland West Oakland 
E i t l I di t  P j tE i t l I di t  P j tEnvironmental Indicators ProjectEnvironmental Indicators Project

www woeip orgwww woeip orgwww.woeip.orgwww.woeip.org
1747 141747 14thth St. Oakland, CA 94607St. Oakland, CA 94607

(510) 257(510) 257--56405640( )( )


