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Objectives

• Understand What Is a Community 
School

Activities

• Community Schools Power Point
• An Introduction to Logic Models

Tools

• Why Community Schools? 
Whole Child

• Strategy for Collective Success
• Community School Logic Model

Section 1
C O M M U n I T y  S C h O O L  P A r T n e r S h I P S

Com m u n i t y SChool  
Pa rtn e r S h i PS

Why a community School?

What is a Community School? 

Community schools combine rigorous academics with a wide range of services, supports, and opportunities. 
Some people call community schools “full service” or “extended service” schools. Community schools provide the 
resources for students to develop socially, academically, physically and emotionally. They enable families to thrive. 
When families thrive, so does the whole community. Five principles stand behind successful community schools. 

1. The school has a core instructional program with qualified teachers, a challenging curriculum, and high stan-
dards for students. 

2. Learning motivates and involves students on all levels. Learning occurs in school and in community settings, 
during and after school. 

3. The school addresses the basic physical, mental and emotional health needs of young people and their families. 

4. Parents, families, and school staff share mutual respect and cooperate effectively. 

5. Community involvement, together with school efforts, promotes a safe, supportive and respectful school climate. 

California’s public schools with Healthy Start grants most closely resemble full service community schools. In 
1991, the Healthy Start Support Services for Children Act established grants that schools receive to create learning 
supports for children, families, and communities. The Center for Community School Partnerships has worked with 
over 850 Healthy Start grantees since 1992. This toolkit pulls from the best of the training materials and resources 
we have used for sixteen years to help the grantees grow and sustain their programs.

how to Use this Toolkit 

this toolkit contains three types of information. It offers discussions about some processes you need to 
know about group work. We have marked discussions with this icon:        Second, you will find activities that 
will help your group work together well. We have marked activities with this icon:      Finally, you will find what 
we call “tools”. By “tools”, we mean templates, instructions, assessments and other documents that you can take 
out of the kit and adapt for your group’s use. We have marked tools with this icon:        We expect you to remove 
sections, tools, or activities as needed. Color-coded pages make it easy to keep sections in order even if you mix and 
match contents. Groups in the early stages of forming partnerships should start with Section 1. 
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Sample sheet


