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Zoom hosted it’s 2-day Zoom Academy 2020 where tens of thousands of those in the
educational field met via Zoom to share wisdom and insights on 3 major categories: Teach
Anywhere, Learn Anywhere, and Connect Anywhere. They offered a live training on Zoom,
some of which was personalized for different roles that attendees have. Key takeaways for
each of the three categories are below.  
  
Teach Anywhere

“Bridge the digital divide.” In order to fix the issue of equality when it comes to
internet access, panelists suggest that schools conduct outreach to the students
who are unable to connect online so they can still support their needs without
internet. 
“Use technology as a tool, not a driver.” Rather than using the same features for
every lesson, dictate the use of breakout rooms, pre-recorded videos, and live
interactions based on what you are trying to teach/achieve. 
“Don’t try to recreate the classroom experience online.” Design your days around the
new normal rather than how things used to be in the classroom. Set expectations for
your students and keep them. 

Learn Anywhere

“Use engagement features.” Polling, chat, screen sharing, and breakout rooms
ensure that children are engaged while learning. Use the features that will best help
shape the discussion that you want to have. 
“Teach kids how to learn on their own.” Live instruction is not the only way to ensure
your students will learn. Incorporate independent time for them to explore on their
own. That way, time spent with others during live instruction will be much more
special. 

Connect Anywhere

“Look into partnerships.” See if you are able to bring any experts into your
classroom. Not only will having a “guest” be exciting for everyone, but it will also
provide for opportunities that students otherwise may not have had. Think of virtual
college fairs or a real scientist doing a virtual experiment for your students. 
“Build and cultivate connections.” Virtual graduations, virtual summer camps, and
theme days are all ways to keep your group together and interested. 
“Don’t reinvent the wheel.” Network with other teachers, principals, superintendents,
etc. for ideas. #Zoomedu on social media sites also has plenty of ideas to keep your
students on their toes. 

To read the full article and learn all about Zoom Academy 2020, click here.

Confronting the Challenges of Restarting School 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 
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The Public Education Leadership Project, made up of professionals from the Harvard
graduate School of Education and the Harvard Business School, invited large urban school
districts from all over the country to participate in a virtual community of practice focused
on restarting schools in the fall. More than 1.1 million students were represented by the
240 leaders in the meeting. What those leaders described as absolutely necessary for an
upcoming successful school year might surprise you- 
  
A chance to talk to each other. Education professionals need ideas, encouragement,
support, collaboration, and affirmation amidst all of the chaos and uncertainty so what
better way to get that type of support than to just have the opportunity to talk amongst
themselves?  
  
Ideas to support this need were as follows:

Work in teams for best results and added support. Forget the hierarchical roles. 
Articulate a vision for success that is clear and understandable for all that’s backed
up with guiding principles. 
Strive for coherence within the entire district to support the strategy for restarting all
of the schools. 
Lay the groundwork for transformation so that all equity is no longer an issue for any
group whether it be students, teachers, staff, or families. 
Implement with agility so that schools can be ready to open as soon as they’re
allowed or alter their operating procedures on an as needed basis. 

  
For a detailed description of what districts and schools need to do to restart schools,
click here.
 

Overcoming COVID-19 Learning Loss
EdWeek 

It is inevitable that students across the country will have experienced some degree of
learning loss due to the coronavirus pandemic. Considering schools work to combat
learning loss with certain student groups on a regular basis, this problem is not a new one-
the number of students they must help get back on track is. In order to mitigate the
damage that has been done, schools must already have a few key elements in place: a
well-rounded curriculum, commitment to grade-level teaching, strategies for keeping
students engaged, and the persistence to track down students who haven’t shown up for
distance learning then keep them engaged enough to stay in distance learning. Another
approach to combatting learning loss is hiring tutors, although this is a rather expensive
choice. Budget cuts could make this difficult, however, it could be the best way possible to
get students back on track.  
  
See the guide below for more of EdWeek's tips on how to solve learning loss.  

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/20/07/confronting-challenges-restarting-school
http://eepurl.com/brikfT
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=83ef85863611b99b1929821b8&id=43c14e18c3
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=83ef85863611b99b1929821b8&id=43c14e18c3
javascript:;


6/18/2021 UC Davis School Of Education - CISI E-Bulletin - August 2020

https://mailchi.mp/b4352dbe8aee/uc-davis-school-of-education-cisi-remote-distance-learning-supplement-two-july-30-4789938 4/8

To read the entire article, click here.

Why We Published The 1619 Project
The New York Times  

The 1619 Project is an initiative from the New York Times Magazine that started a year ago
in August of 2019, which was also the 400th anniversary of the beginning of American
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slavery. The goal of the 1619 Project is to reshape the country’s history by putting the
consequences of slavery as well as the contributions brought by black Americans in the
middle of the national narrative. This project began with numerous essays in an issue of
the NY Times Magazine that explained different aspects of American life with everything
from incarceration to rush hour traffic and how those things are tied to slavery’s aftermath.
The 1619 project has also partnered with the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African-
American History and Culture in order to provide a visual history of slavery. The hope of
this project is to spread the word about the real and true history of black Americans to
understand how it has influenced our present day lives and how we can change to ensure
a more just future.  

To read the full article, click here. 

Corona #2: The best way to track the pandemic
YouTube: Gapminder Foundation
  
In this video, Gapminder suggests a new way to look at the numbers associated with the
coronavirus pandemic. The multiplier, as he calls it, describes how the virus multiplies itself
amongst us all and drives up the death rate. To see if we are actually making a dent in
decreasing the number of those infected, or the rate at which the virus is growing, he
suggests a simple equation to find this multiplier and predict the outcome of the coming
weeks. To find your country’s multiplier, divide the number of deaths each week by the
number of deaths from the previous week. If that number is above 1, then the virus is
winning because it’s still growing. If that number is below 1, then we the people are winning
because the virus has slowed its growth. When the multiplier is below 1, the number of
deaths are reduced. So, if we wanted to compare our country to others in regards to the
coronavirus, this is a fair way to do so for the current moment as well as over time.  
  
To watch the entire video, click here. 
 

California Issues Rules for Opening Schools to High-Needs
Students
EdSource 
  
On Tuesday, August 25, California’s Department of Public Health published rules for
reopening schools to a small number of high-needs students along with students who are
in need of in-person support. The one-page guidance requires that students are socially
distanced and in groups of no more than 14 students with 2 adults for supervision. No
groups or supervisors are allowed to intermingle with other groups or supervisors. Indoor
and outdoor time is also staggered to prevent coming into contact with other groups. The
new rules apply to all public schools, private schools, licensed childcare, license-exempt
childcare, distance learning hubs, and all other supervised care programs such as after
school programs.  

The guidance does not say which students would be eligible to participate in, however in
the FAQs it does state that certain groups would be given priority such as: students with
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disabilities, English learners, students at high risk of learning loss, students not able to
participate in distance learning, students at risk of abuse or neglect, foster youth, and
homeless students. The size of the building along with school enrollment will dictate how
many students are able to join these groups.  
  
To read all the details and the rest of the article, click here.  

Back-to-School Uncertainty: Ensure the Success of Your
Emergent Bilingual Students 
EdWeek 
  
Education Week is hosting a webinar with content created by Rosetta Stone Education that
is going to discuss Rosetta Stone English- an ELL solution that combines Rosetta Stone’s
speech recognition technology with Lexia Learning’s platform for bilingual students. 
This webinar will be conducted in an interview format with José Viana, former US
Department of Education director and Lexia Learning senior advisor, interviewing Maya
Goodall, a bilingual learning leader as well as director of ELL curriculum at Rosetta Stone
Education. The interview will discuss the remote learning needs of bilingual students,
incorporating Rosetta Stone English into current contingency plans, and strategies for
bilingual students to incorporate remotely. 
  
To register for this free webinar on Thursday, September 3rd from 3pm-4pm, click here.

Distance Learning Resources
Below is a compiled list of resources that the CISI team has included in previous e-
bulletins. With the new school year starting we wanted to make sure you had access to all
these resources in one place. 

COVID-19 & Remote Learning: How to Make It Work (also includes a
downloadable guide on how educators can help parents)
Practical Tips for Teaching Online Small-Group Discussions
Engaging Students with Video Conferencing
Collaboration and Addressing Student Needs
Effective Practices for Distance Learning
Process and Engagement Considerations for Distance Learning- specific
considerations and supports for students with disabilities 
Getting to 100% Student Engagement in Distance Learning
We Need State Leadership to Re-start K-12 Education
Best Practices for Securing Your Virtual Classroom
Teaching Online During COVID-19

Two Florida Teachers Turned Their Students Desks into
Little Jeeps to Make Social Distancing Less Scary 
CNN 
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Teachers all over the country are getting ready to welcome their students back to school
whether it be online or in person. A couple of teachers in Florida, who are welcoming their
students back in person, knew that desks were required to have sneeze guards and had to
be far apart. With these requirements in mind, they found a way to make it fun for their
young students by turning the desks into miniature Jeeps. The Florida teachers were
inspired by a teacher from Texas and all of their students have already said they can’t wait
to get in the driver’s seat. 

To read the full article, click here.

Most Popular items from recent California Institute for
School Improvement (CISI) E-bulletins
Based on analytics from the recent E-bulletins, the following three items received the most
clicks from CISI Members. 

1. Transforming Grief to Grace: Leading Consciously in A Disrupted Space 
2. What's the Best Remote Learning Model? 
3. How Educators Can Help Parents: 6 Remote Learning Tips 

Interested in seeing more on a particular topic? CISI would like to support your work in
connecting research to practice. Please follow this link to let us know your thoughts and
requests for specific topics HERE. 

Any other feedback or suggestions? LINK Also, keep a look out for new tweets on
the CISI Twitter Page! 

We look forward to hearing from you!
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The California Institute for School Improvement (CISI) provides education leaders at
the school and district level with the accurate, unbiased, up-to-date policy and
research information. District membership benefits supports superintendents,
principals, and curriculum and instructional leaders through monthly policy and
research briefs, annual workshops, resource guides and reports.
 
More CISI Membership Information
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Our mailing address is: 
UC Davis School of Education 

One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA 95616 

email: cisi@ucdavis.edu 
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Find more content at the CISI Website or follow us on Twitter!
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